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HEN I confider, either the favourable Sentiments which the Author of the 
following Letter is pleafed to entertain of fome of my Reflections, or the 
Importance of the Subject he has chofen, and the mafterly Manner in 
which he handles it, I think it would be an Injury, both to the Public and 
myfclf, to refufe it a Place in the REFLECTOR. 


To the InpEPENDENT Reriecror-: 


STR, . Philadelphia, Oftober 21, 1753. 
< HO’ we are unknown to each other, and my Refidence is out of the Province, for 
which your Papers are more particularly calculated, I cannot reftrain my 
¢ Acknowledgments to an Author who infpired with an amiable Difintereftednefs, fo 
‘ induftrioufly aims at the Advancement of the Honour and Happinefs not only of 
‘ his own Country, but of univerfal Mankind. I heartily approve of your Papers in 
* general ; but of thofe on the Subjeét of the College, 1 have the higheft Opinion. 
‘ The Method you therein purfued is ftrictly accurate, and the Scheme you 
© propofed for its Conftitution and Government, judicious and wholefome. I do 
* not remember to have heard any Man, who has impartially confidered it, advance 
© any material Objection againft it. Nor do I believe, from what I know of the 
« State of your Province, that a more advantageous Scheme can poffibly be recommended 
‘toa People fplit into fuch a Diverfity of religious Opinions. Yours not only obviates 
* the Jealoufy of each, but effectually fecures all in the lafting Enjoyment of their 
¢ Liberties. And in this View of your Sentiments on that important Subject, it has 
¢ been Matter of Surprize to many Gentlemen among us, who heartily defire to fee 
¢ Learning prevail in the Plantations, that, after the Plan you have drawn up and 
‘ propofed, the Affair of the College fhould have fo tardy a Progrefs. ‘Thefe Colonies 
© have hitherto been too much defpifed by fome Britifh Politicians, whofe Indifference 
€ has often expofed us to fundry political Difadvantages, The beft Means for raifing 
“ a Senfe of our Importance , and in Confequence of it, an Attention to our provincial 
© Interefts, is, in my Opinion, to encourage the Education of Youth in all our 
¢ Provinces. ‘The Importation of Foreigners, and our own Growth, will, indeed, 
* people our Country. Our Lands may be cultivated, and our Commerce enlarged ; 
« but our Reputation, and even our Strength, will principally depend upon able 
* Councillors, fenfible Reprefentatives, and Officers of Judgment and Penetration. 
* But, how fhall we preferve thofe Rights of which we are ignorant ? How introduce 
* Meafures neceflary for our general Profperity, but with great Art and Addrefs ? Tho’ 


* we are entitled to all the Rights of Englifhmen, we have not an equal Security with 


thofe of our Fellow Subjects, who enjoy the Happinefs of living under the immediate 
Protection of our gracious Sovereign. The Infancy of our Country, neceflarily 


expofes 
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expofes us to many Defects which are not to be found in a State grown perfect and 
© compact by Time and Experience, ur political Frame muft attain its full Maturity 
“ by Steps gradual and flow. Nor fhall we ever behold this happy Period, ’till we apply 
‘ our Thoughts to the Confideration of our Condition, Intereft and Relations. There 
© are doubtlefs fome Inftances of Perfons of that Turn among us: A few wil), however, but 
¢ jittle avail us: Their Influence will be no wider than their Sphere. Such a Spirit mut 
¢ become general, before the Advantages will be fo; and of all the Methods we can 
* purfue, there is none fo likely to enkindle and diffufe it, as the Encouragement of 
« Education, thereby furnifhing our Colonics with Men of Senfe and Literature, with 
¢ enterprizing Heads, and Hearts inflamed with Patriot-Fires 


«“] assure you, Sir, I am deeply affected with the Indifference which prevails among 
¢fome of you in the important Undertaking of erecting a College; and I think the 
* Oppofition to your Scheme, as it retards that ufeful Defign, aShame to your Adverfaries, 
* Such a Seminary would not only be advantageous to your Province, in the View I have 
‘ before confidered it, but would attach to it many ef our Youth. Our Academy is only 
intended to teach the lower Kinds of Knowledge ; and, indeed, in that Refpedct, will, 
“ undoubtedly, be of admirable Service. But if the College of New-Yort, is eftablifhed 
‘ upon the free Bottom you propofed, by which all the Students, of whatever Proteftant 
‘ Denomination, will be received upon, and admitted to a perfect Parity of Privileges, 
* it cannot but profper, and invite Pupils from all our Colonies, as it will, in Reality, be 
* preferable to the public Seminaries of all of them, each favouring more or lefs of religious 
* Party. Nor has the Catholicifm of your Plan been lefs happy in obviating the Objections 
¢ which the Gentlemen of the Weft-Indies, have hitherto raifed againft moft of our Northern 
© Colleges. 

* T'18 Contention about introducing the Eagli~h Liturgy, tho’ I profefs myfelf aChurchman, 
* has, in my Opinion, had more Regard paid to it, than ought to be allowed to any Thing 
* thatimpedes fo good a Defign. You, indeed, have infifted, that no Form ufed by any 
© Church in your Province fhould be introduced, left a Difcrimination of one Sec enkindle 
* the Jealoufy of the Reft, to the Prejudice of the College. I concur with you in Opinion, if 
‘a Form could be agreed upon free from the Objection : But you'll admit it a great Pity, 
* that fuch a trifling Difpute, fhould retard fo glorious and beneficial an Undertaking. “The 
‘Form of Prayer you prepofed as a Model, tho’ ingenious, will, I believe, never be 
*confented to, becaufe I do not fuppofe your Affembly will ever think proper to give 
© themfelves the Trouble of preparing a Set of Forms. In Favour of the Liturgy of the 
© Church of England it is urged, that the Nation has approved it ; but it muft be confeffed, 
“that tho’ it is very well fuited to the State of a Church, it will require a confiderable 
* Alteration, to adapt it to the State of fuch a Serhinary : The Forms of the Dutch and 
© French Proteftant Churches are as good, and will require lefs Alteration and Addition ; 
“and if it fhould not be thought proper to introduce them, rather than the Contention 
“about Forms fhould impede that noble Defign, the Prayers, 1 think, fhould be left to 
* the Difcretion of the Prefident, with the Truftees, to whom it fhould be committed, to 
“draw up a Formulary, to be laid before your Legiflature for their Approbation and 
© Eftablifhment. 

‘ Tuese, Sir, are my Sentiments of the Matter, and upon your Promife to correct 
“them, you have Leave to give them a Piace in your Paper. I hope, at your next 
* Seflion, fomething difinitive will be done in this Affair. May God infpire your 
* Legiflature with a generous Regard to the Liberties of their Countrymen, and affift 
* them in eftablifhing the College upon fuch a Foundation, as that it may continue a 
© perpetual Bleffing to your Province, and of general Utility to Mankind. J am, &." 

A, I smALtL 
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I sHALL very chearfully infert the following Letter, as my judicious Correfpondent 
fo handfomely expofes an Abfurdity long complained. of, and yet repeatedly practifed. 
Nor fhall I fcruple, confidering the Humour and Good Senfe with which the Gentleman 
writes, to acknowledge the Favour of his future Letters, 


Jo the Author of the InDtvtNpent Reriector: 


SIR, 
¢ AS you feem to write with an Intention to reform all Abufes, whether of a civil ot 
‘ religious Nature, I take the Liberty to prefent you with my Complaint againft the 


¢ Minifter of the Parifh to which I belong. Our View in calling this Gentleman, was to 
© inftruét us in all the important Truths of Chriftianity, and to inforce the Pra@ice of 
* {ubftantial Virtue, and evangelical! Holinefs. But thefe, I am forry to fay, are Things 
© about which he feldom troubles his Head. On the Contrary, his Sermons are rather 
‘ calculated to make one a Critic or Pedagogue, than a good Man or a Chriftian. He 
“ confults his own Humour much more than the State of his Audience ; and feems to 
‘take greater Delight in difplaying his Litcrature, than in augmenting the Number of 
¢ his Converts. His Sermons are fo replete with abftrufe Erudition, that if I affirmed 
“they were unintelligible to forty-nine in fifty of his Congregation, I fhould fpeak 
‘ within Compafs. There is not a fingle Critic or Commentator, who has animadverted 
‘on his Text, that can efcape him. No, his Hearers muft be teaz’d with all the 
‘ difcordant Sentiments of perhaps, twenty Expofitors: And after having given us 
“the Conftruction of Euthemius, Ambrofe, Gaudentius, Theophilactus, Auyftin, Bajil, 
* Hieronymus, Beza, Anaftatius, Ryertus, Maldenatus, Voetius, Horenbeek, Cocc0ius, Witfius, 
© Zwinglius, Woolfgangus,. Amefius, Van Macftricht, Mauritiw, &c. he gravely 
delivers his own, which generally differs from them all. Nay, I have heard him 
“difcant for above half an Hour on the various Readings of an Hebrew Word ; 
‘ which after all matter’d not a Groat, nor in any wife tended to the Edification 
©of his People. For, what is all the cabaliftical Nonfenfe of the Jewifh Rabbins, 
‘ or Popifh Monks, or modern Schoolmen, to us? And of what Service can it be to 
‘his Congregation, to be teazed, as it often happens, for an Hour at a Time, with 
* the idle Definition of the Ornaments of the Temple, which after all cannot be truly 
© reprefented ? Or of fifty other Things in common Ufe, and known to every Body ? 


‘ We want to have the moft effential Doctrines of our holy Religion, clearly illuftrated, 


© and the immutable Duties of a virtuous Life inforced by the ftrongeft Motives: And 
* above ail, the Vices and Irregularities moft prevalent amongit us, feverely reprehended, 
* and their oppofite Virtues as warmly inculcated. But as to the Shape of St. Perer’s 
© Sword, or the Size of the Carbuncle in the Temple of JerupBABEL, with many other 
© theological Curiofities of the fame Confequence to Religion, who bath required it at bis 
© Hands ? If he is our Shepherd, pray let him feed his Flock, But can we live on the airy 
* Diet of chimerical Rhapfodies, that afford us no fpiritual Nutriment ? Oris he in a 
‘likely Way to advance the Practice of Virtue and Piety, who bewilders himfelf and his 
* Hearers, in the intricate Mazes of fcholaftic Diftin€tions, and metaphyfica! Whimfies, ? 
‘If this be not a prefering the enticing Words of Man’s Wifdom, to that Demonftration 
© of the Spirit mentioned by St. Paut, I muft own I am at a Lois for the Apoftle’s 


* Meaning. Surely he cither thinks it fit to difbelieve, or improper to obcy another 


¢ Obfervation of the fame infpired Pen-Men, with refpect to fuch uninte iy Preaching. 
S l Ll kn Ww) os the Vfean ? ff / ify i j ud } tn | mtpat {pe al th a B ividadmy and Le 
* that [peatet’ frail! be a Barvarian unto me Nay, it he had adapted a iF us Wath of 
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* St. Austin, inftead of all the fcholaftic Trumpery he fo frequently colleéts from him, 1 
* fhould have no Occafion to trouble you with this Complaint. / had rather (fays that 
© Father) thet the Grammarians fhould cavil, than that the People fhould not under fland. 


* ANoTHER Thing for which he is highly to blame, is his unchriftian Acrimony 
* againft thofe of different Perfuafions : For inftead of leveling his Thunder at Vice and 
* Immorality, it is generally aim’d at thofe he is pleafed to term Hereticks ; and fuch with’ 
‘him, are all they that differ from him. The ancient Sect of the Gnoffics, and fifty 
‘other Herefies now extin&, live only by his Spleen: Arius, Socinus, Luther, and 
¢ Arminius, he clafies with, the. fpisitual Enemies. of King Davin, and for that Reafon 
“ very devoutly curfes them jin the Language of Scripture every Sabbath Day. In hort, he 
« {carce ever preaches a Sermon, in which he does not take Occafion to lugg in by Head 
* and Shoulders, all the different Se&ts he can enumerate, in fo much, that I have often 
* wondered to find him content himfelf, with fpending the whole of his Rage upon the 
« modern Herefies, fuch as Arminianifm, Moravianifm, &c. without, moreover, fuperadding 
< all the --Ifms of the Old Teftament, and fhewing us the damnable Error of Perizziti/m, 
* Febucitifm, Hivitifm, Sc. which would be equally conducive to the Edification of his 
* People. 

«Some Perfons will doubtlefs think this Method of handling his paftoral Labours, 
© both unchantable and heretical.; and that it is inconfiftent with the profound Submiffion 
* we owe to the Clergy, thus to depicture his Reverence in the Exercife of his apoftolical 
« Funétions. But if that Labourer is unworthy of bis Hire, who, inftead of being affiduous 
* in the Duties of his Calling, waftes the fcanty Moments of his public Appearance, in 
“an empty and unprofitable Difplay of his Talents ; to be told of his Error in fuch a 
* Manner as to inforce his Notice, is the leaft Refentment he can poffibly expect. But 
* thould he hereafter be determiried to aim at informing the Confciences, and correéting 
“the Morals of his Audience, rather than fatigue their Attention with that whic 
« profiteth Nothing, he will as furely command the Applaufes of his Hearers, as he has 


* hitherto juftly deferved 2 public Reprehenfion.” , 
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